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INTRODUCTION 

Today, the matter of street children has become a 

significant alarm, making substantial force in Bangladesh. 

It is projected that over 100 million street and employed 

children globally endure harsh and often abusive 

circumstances.1 In a study, a comparable example was 

observed in Dhaka, where the need for children to add to 

household income, along with financial difficulties, led to 

their removal to formal education.2 Another study 

examines the beliefs that children in street situations in 

Dhaka held with great regard, as well as the methods they 

utilize to protect and improve their livelihoods while 

staying alive on the streets.3 But specific data is hard to 

obtain, there is a clear indication that the issue is 

increasing, especially in regions undergoing economic or 

political alterations. This universal crisis is anticipated to 

worsen, with more than 60% of the world’s population 

predicted to live in urban areas by 2025.4 Presently, rapid 

urbanization disappears to a billion people without 

enough shelter or vital services, imposing many into 

overcrowded and harmful living environment. 

The concern of street children continues to be a pressing 

challenge for nations covering the globe. Without a 

sympathetic setting, these young those face harsh 

realities, a scenario specifically prevalent in Bangladesh, 

where poverty and variation heavily manipulate the fate 

of the country’s juvenile citizens. Although Bangladesh’s 

commitment to global child rights treaties and the 

implementation of protecting laws, a substantial number 

of children in the country remain to be denied of their 

basic rights.5 
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attendance. A significant proportion 56% face school-related challenges, including inability to pay fees and 

starvation, especially among girls 61.1%. Abuse rates are high, particularly among non-school-going children, with 

parental and police violence being common. Support needs include financial aid for education and income-generating 

training, emphasizing the need for targeted interventions.  
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Street children in Bangladesh face harsh actualities, often 

working as shoe polishers, beggars, street perpetrators, or 

selling small objects like wafers and plastic bags. They 

are amongst the most abandoned groups, regularly 

exposed to abandonment, abuse, and even death. Many 

falls victim to extreme poverty and the country’s financial 

efforts. If this issue stays, the harm to their basic human 

rights will only get worse in the forthcoming. 

Numerous studies have detected economic lack as the 

main, and occasionally the only cause leading children in 

emerging countries to migrate to street.6 It is contended 

that children move out of the household as a direct 

managing strategy, to expand the household’s portfolio of 

income making activities, and that, at the same time, 

economic poverty leads to stresses and tensions inside the 

household, that become an unintended cause of street 

migration.7,8 United Nations has stated the collapse to 

reduce income inequality among and within households 

as a missed prospect for challenging the causes of poverty 

and street migration for children.9 Children are the heart 

of social development, and their wellbeing converts into 

the development of a nation. Worldwide, a projected 1.2 

million children are on the streets of major cities and 

urban centers; these incorporate “runaway” children who 

exist or work on the street plus those who return to the 

family. Children constitute a large division of the global 

population and, thus, form a significant section of all 

human societies.10 This study aimed to provide an 

extensive analysis of the state of street youngsters in 

Khulna City, Bangladesh, with a focal point at the 

reports, boundaries, and conditions for their effective 

mainstreaming into the formal schooling device. 

METHODS 

This study employed a mixed-method approach, 

integrating both quantitative and qualitative techniques to 

comprehensively explore the challenges faced by street 

children in Khulna city corporation. Data were collected 

during May to June 2016 through field surveys and focus 

group discussions (FGDs). Khulna city was chosen as the 

study site due to its significant population of street 

children. 

Using a purposive sampling method, 100 children aged 6-

18 years were selected for interviews, and an additional 

24 participants took part in FGDs. Inclusion criteria 

focused on children living and/or working in the streets of 

Khulna city, while those with stable family homes, those 

unwell or unable to communicate effectively, and those 

unwilling to consent were excluded from the study. 

Ethical approval for this study was obtained from the 

ethical board. Written informed consent was obtained 

from all participants prior to data collection. Quantitative 

data were gathered using a pre-tested structured 

questionnaire, capturing demographic information, 

educational status, health conditions, and socio-economic 

characteristics. Qualitative data were collected through 

FGDs, guided by a set of open-ended questions designed 

to explore participants’ working environments, 

exploitation patterns, and social conditions. Note-taking 

templates with participants' consent, ensured the accuracy 

and completeness of the qualitative data. 

Statistical analysis of the quantitative data was performed 

using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences 

(SPSS), applying descriptive statistics such as 

frequencies, percentages, and means. Thematic analysis 

was used to analyze qualitative data, identifying recurring 

patterns and key socio-economic themes. This mixed-

methods approach, supported by triangulation, provided a 

robust and nuanced understanding of the issues facing 

street children in Khulna city. 

RESULTS 

The study identified significant challenges faced by street 

children in Khulna city. Most children 44% are in the 10-

12 years age group, with non-school-going boys 55.6% 

outnumbering school-going girls 45.5%. Educationally, 

46.5% of children are at the class three to five level, while 

only 6.1% reach class nine or SSC (Table 1). 
 

Table 1: Age distribution and educational status of school-going and non-school-going street children. 

Age (years) 

Gender of the children 

Total School going street children (%) Non-school going street children (%) 

Boy Girls Boy Girls 

3-6  0.00 3.00 0.00 0.00 1.00 

7-9  17.60 24.20 11.10 0.00 15.00 

10-12  17.60 45.50 55.60 42.90 44.00 

13-18  64.70 27.30 33.30 57.10 40.00 

Education 

Pre-school to 2nd  0.00 0.00 72.20 28.60 30.30 

Class 3rd to 5th  31.20 69.70 27.80 57.10 46.50 

Class 6th to 8th  62.50 15.20 0.00 14.30 17.20 

Class 9th to SSC 6.20 15.20 0.00 0.00 6.10 

Total 17 33 36 14 100 
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Table 2: Parental and living arrangements of school-going and non-school-going street children. 

Parental alive status Gender of the children Total (%) 

School going 

children 

Father status Boy (%) Girls (%)   

Alive 88.20 87.90 88.00 

Dead 11.80 12.10 12.00 

Mother status       

Alive 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Total number 17 33 50 

Non-school 

going children 

Father status       

Alive 83.30 78.60 82.00 

Dead 16.70 21.40 18.00 

Mother status       

Alive 97.20 92.90 96.00 

Dead 2.80 7.10 4.00 

Total number 36 14 50 

Children living with 

School going 

children 

Mother 100.00 97.00 98.00 

Relatives 0.00 3.00 2.00 

Total number 17 33 50 

Non-school 

going children 

Mother 77.80 85.70 80.00 

Relatives 0.00 7.10 2.00 

Others 22.20 7.10 18.00 

Total number 36 14 50 

Table 3: Reasons for not going to school (non-school going children) and reason of working by school going street 

children. 

Reasons for not going to School (non-school going children) Boy (%) Girl (%) Total (%) 

Feel pain to walk far distance to go to school 22.2 14.3 36.5 

Cannot pay school fees regularly 59.1 40.9 100.00 

Cannot take meal daily 3.1 6.1 9.20 

Often feel sick 14.3 0 14.3 

Afraid of going to school lonely 21.4 0 21.4 

Have to work most of the time 42.9 19.4 62.3 

Other students hate me 25 0 25 

Students do not receive me friendly 7.1 0 7.1 

Teacher beat if I cannot make lesson 27.8 21.4 49.2 

Others 28.3 42.9 71.20 

Reason of working by school going street children 

Collect educational expense 40.0 50.0 45.5 

Help parents 80.0 66.7 72.8 

Manage own expense 40.0 16.7 27.3 

Help brother/sister 20.0 0.0 9.1 

 

Occupation data shows that 22% of school-going children 

engage in alternative work, with boys mainly working in 

markets and factories, while girls were involved in 

domestic work (Table 4). Despite this, most children 

receive financial support for education, though fewer 

access IGA training. 

School-related problems are common, with 56% of 

children struggling with fees and 53.6% facing starvation, 

especially girls 61.1%. Harassment and fear of attending 

school were more prevalent among girls (Table 5). 

Abuse rates were high, with 35.3% of boys and 9.1% of 

girls experiencing abuse, and non-school-going children 

report even higher abuse rates, primarily from parents and 

police (Table 6). 
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Table 4: Occupational status and educational and social support of school going street children. 

Alternative activities 
Gender of the children 

Total (%) 
Boys (%) Girls (%) 

Yes 29.4 18.2 22.0 

No 70.6 81.8 78.0 

Total 17 33 50 

Types of work 

Works in others house 0.0 50.0 27.3 

Works in hotel 0.0 16.7 9.1 

Prepare packet of paper 0.0 16.7 9.1 

Works in fish market 20.0 0.0 9.1 

Works in factory 20.0 0.0 9.1 

Others 60.0 33.3 45.5 

Total  5 6 11 

Has given me educational expense (stipend) 94.1 84.8  

Has provided me IGA training by which I am earning now 5.9 12.1  

Received treatment facilities 0 12.1  

Provided center for residing, got opportunity to study 47.01 36.4  

Others 5.9 12.1  

Table 5: Types of problems faced by school-going street children by gender. 

Type of problem faced in school 
Gender of the children 

Total (%) 
Boys (%) Girls (%) 

Yes 58.8 54.5 56.0 

No 41.2 45.5 44.0 

Total number 17 33 50 

Type of problem faced in school 

Feel pain to walk far distance to go to school 20.0 33.3 28.6 

Cannot pay salary regularly 80.0 38.9 53.6 

Often go to school starving 40.0 61.1 53.6 

Wicked boys disturb in the way 0.0 11.1 7.1 

Often feel sick 40.0 33.3 35.7 

Afraid of going to school lonely 0.0 16.7 10.7 

Must work most of the time 0.0 16.7 10.7 

Total number 10 18 28 

Table 6: Incidence and types of abuse among school-going and non-school-going street children in Khulna city. 

Victim to abuse in house/school/road Boys (%) Girls (%) Total (%) 

Yes 35.3 9.1 20.0 

No 64.7 90.9 80.0 

Total respondents 17 33 50 

Types of abuse 
   

Parents beat me often in house 33.3 33.3 33.3 

Others 66.7 66.7 66.7 

Types of violation (non-school-going children) 

Police have beaten me different times 60.0 

Parents beat me often in house 73.3 

“Boro vai” (local cadre) beaten me 26.7 
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Support needs include financial aid for school fees and 

IGA training, with more boys 52.9% seeking IGA 

opportunities than girls 24.2%, and boys 47.2% were 

more likely to seek self-employment (Table 7). 

Table 7: Support needs of street children (school 

going) and addressing the multifaceted needs of street 

children (non-school going): a breakdown                               

of support priorities. 

Support needs (school going) 
Boys 

(%)  

Girls 

(%) 

Pay school fees in every month 76.5 54.5 

Treatment assistance 11.8 6.1 

Provide IGA training 52.9 24.2 

Provide opportunity to work for self 29.4 15.2 

Provide opportunity to work for 

parents 
58.8 60.6 

Multifaceted needs of street children (non-school 

going) 

Pay school fees in every month 52.8 50 

Treatment assistance 36.1 14.3 

Provide IGA training 61.1 50 

Provide opportunity to work for self 47.2 7.1 

Provide opportunity to work for 

parents 
25 42.9 

 

Figure 1: Abuse exposure among non-school-going 

street children: home, school, and road. 

These findings highlight the urgent need for targeted 

interventions to address the educational and social 

challenges faced by street children in Khulna city. 

Table 1 shows that the majority of street children fall 

within the 10-12 years’ age group 44%, with a significant 

portion being non-school-going boys 55.6% and school-

going girls 45.5%. In terms of education, the highest 

percentage of children is at the class three to five level 

46.5%, with school-going girls 69.7% making up the 

largest group. Only 6.1% of children have reached class 

nine to SSC, indicating a low level of educational 

attainment overall. 

Table 2 presents the parental and living arrangements of 

school-going and non-school-going street children. For 

school-going children, 88% had living fathers and 100% 

had living mothers. Among non-school-going children, 

82% had living fathers, and 96% had living mothers. The 

living arrangements show that 98% of school-going 

children live with their mothers, while 2% live with 

relatives. In contrast, 80% of non-school-going children 

live with their mothers, 18% live with others, with 2% 

living with relatives. Due to multiple responses, the 

percentages appear inconsistent. 

Table 3 presents the reasons for non-school attendance 

among children and the reasons school-going children 

work. Among non-school-going children, 100% cited an 

inability to pay school fees regularly, with 62.3% needing 

to work most of the time. Other reasons include long 

distances to school (36.5%) and fear of going alone 

(21.4%). For school-going children, 45.5% work to cover 

educational expenses, with more girls (50%) involved. A 

large portion works to help parents (72.8%), and 27.3% 

manage their own expenses. The percentages sum to 

100% due to multiple reasons reported by respondents. 

Table 4 shows the occupational status and support 

received by school-going street children. A total of 22% 

of children engaged in alternative activities, with more 

boys 29.4% than girls 18.2% involved. Boys worked 

mostly in fish markets 20% and factories 20%, while girls 

worked in others’ houses 50% and hotels 16.7%. 

Additionally, 45.5% of children engaged in other 

unspecified types of work. Most children received 

financial support for education, with 94.1% of boys and 

84.8% of girls receiving stipends. Fewer children 

received IGA training, with boys at 5.9% and girls at 

12.1%. Only girls 12.1% received treatment facilities. 

Moreover, 47.1% of boys and 36.4% of girls had access 

to study opportunities and residence centers. The 

respondents reporting work (11) and the “yes” responses 

found 22% was due to multiple forms of employment 

reported by children. 

Table 5 presents the types of problems faced by school-

going street children in Khulna city, showing that 56% of 

children face difficulties in school, with a slightly higher 

percentage of boys 58.8% than girls 54.5% reporting such 

issues. The most significant challenge for both genders 

was the inability to pay school fees regularly 53.6%, with 

boys 80% facing this issue far more than girls 38.9%. 

Starvation was another major concern, affecting 53.6% of 

children, particularly girls 61.1%. Health-related issues, 

such as frequent sickness, were reported by 35.7%, with a 

higher percentage among boys 40% than girls 33.3%. 

Specific gender differences emerge, with girls more likely 

to face harassment 11.1% and fear going to school alone 

16.7%, while boys reported no such problems. 

Additionally, 16.7% of girls reported needing to work 

most of the time, which was not reported by boys. It leads 

to multiple responses. 

Table 6 highlights the incidence and types of abuse faced 

by school-going and non-school-going street children in 
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Khulna city. Among school-going children, 35.3% of 

boys and 9.1% of girls reported experiencing abuse, 

resulting in an overall abuse rate of 20%. The most 

common forms of abuse are parental beating 33.3% and 

other forms 66.7%. For non-school-going children, abuse 

is more prevalent, with 73.3% experiencing parental 

violence, 60% reporting police violence, and 26.7% 

subjected to abuse by local cadres (“Boro vai”) 

experiencing multiple types of abuse. 

Figure 1 indicates that 30% of the non-school going 

children boys 41.70% were victim of abuse either in 

house, school or road. Whereas girls were not abused 

either in the road, school or house. 

Table 7 outlines the support needs of street children in 

Khulna city, emphasizing gender-based differences. For 

school-going children, the primary need was financial 

support to pay school fees, reported by 76.5% of boys and 

54.5% of girls. Additionally, 52.9% of boys and 24.2% of 

girls seek IGA training, while opportunities to work for 

parents are prioritized by both boys 58.8% and girls 

60.6%. Non-school-going children display similar needs, 

with 52.8% of boys and 50% of girls needing school fee 

support and 61.1% of boys and 50% of girls requiring 

IGA training. Treatment assistance and self-employment 

opportunities are less frequently reported, with notable 

gender differences (e.g., 47.2% of boys versus 7.1% of 

girls seeking self-employment opportunities). These 

percentages reflect overlapping support priorities, 

emphasizing the necessity of tailored interventions for 

school-going and non-school-going street children. 

DISCUSSION 

This study examined the challenges faced by street 

children in Khulna city and their requirements for 

effective mainstreaming into formal education. The 

outcomes align with existing research on street children 

in Bangladesh and other developing countries.1,2 

The results of this study emphasize the severe situation of 

street children in Khulna city and the significant 

challenges they face in accessing formal education. The 

gender inequality, with a higher ratio of non-school-going 

boys, highlights the complex factors affecting access to 

education for boys associated to girls. This may be related 

to traditional gender roles and societal beliefs about boys 

contributing to household income.3 Economic limits 

occurred as a significant obstacle to education, with over 

half of non-school-going children incapable of affording 

school fees. This outcome associates with prior research 

in Bangladesh, where poverty is associated as a key 

driver of street association.11,15 

The study identified a high attentiveness of street children 

within the 10-12-year age group, illustrating tendencies 

viewed in Dhaka.2 Largely, street children were between 

10-12 years old, with 55.6% being non-school-going boys 

and 45.5% school-going girls. This is uniform with 

studies conducted in another urban areas in Bangladesh, 

where the common age of street children be likely to 

range from 10-14 years. Moreover, the educational 

completion levels of these children stay low, with only 

6.1% reaching class nine to SSC, and the widely held 

trying to retain their education due to several socio-

economic reasons. In a study noted a related example in 

Dhaka, where economic problems, coupled with the need 

for children to cause household income, pushed them out 

of the formal education approach.2 One significant 

obstruction detected in this study is financial uncertainty. 

A larger proportionality of non-school-going children, 

especially boys 61%, work to support their families, 

while school-going children try to pay school fees, with 

80% of boys being influenced by this concern. This 

illustrates the results highlighted that financial pressures 

often drive children to work, thereby disrupting their 

educational interests.15 Insufficient admittances to basic 

supplies, such as food, was an additional crucial issue, 

with more girls 61% than boys 40% suffering from 

hunger, marking their capability to application on their 

education. This is associated with results from other 

research, such as the UNICEF universal study on child 

poverty and differences, which points out that food 

uncertainty is a main warning to children’s school 

entrance.12 

Abuse and exploitation are a harsh truth for many street 

children in Khulna, with 6% of girls stating abuse, mainly 

from their parents at home. Comparable cases of 

household abuse were conveyed by street children in 

other regions, representing a persistent issue that hinders 

these children’s physical and emotional change. 

Furthermore, 30% of non-school-going boys reported 

street abuse by police and criminals, emphasizing the 

need for robust safeguard measures. The abuse of street 

children by law enforcement and other social actors has 

been recognized widely, involving, who illustrated 

similar situations for Brazilian street children 

experiencing from systemic abuse.13 The need for 

institutional and policy involvements is clear. The 

majority of children stated the need for assistance in the 

form of financial aid for school fees 62%, IGA training 

34%, and medical care 8%. Former studies emphasize the 

value of vocational training and economic empowerment 

programs to contribute to street children and help them 

reintegrate into society. Hunger was also prevalent, 

specifically among non-school-going children.  Children 

undergoing hunger are less probable to concentrate and 

contribute effectively to school, hindering their 

educational proceed.14 The study showed that an 

extensive section of street children, intensely boys, are 

joined in child labor. This observation is regular with 

research by ILO, UNICEF, and UNESCO (2008) 

emphasizing the prevalence of child labor in 

Bangladesh.16  Child labor frequently plays a vital role in 

proving household income, originating a contradiction 

between education and economic necessities.3 Besides, 

stable service for parents is observed as crucial by 60% of 

the children, demonstrating that poverty alleviation 
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programs aimed at parents could play an important 

character in dropping the number of street children and 

refining their educational prospects. 

Every single research follows a certain scientific method 

and process, but this study combated some restrictions 

due to its scope and feeling. The issue of street children is 

composite, and those surviving on the streets are often 

unwilling to share personal details, due to low levels of 

education and trust. The limitations faced through the 

study include: a restricted timeline for managing the 

survey and analyzing data. Inadequate follow-up evidence 

about street children. Failure to completely conduct a 

qualitative analysis due to a small sample size.  

CONCLUSION  

Street children in Bangladesh face severe lack of their 

essential rights with access to basic services, protection, 

education, and a safe environment. They are specifically 

vulnerable to exploitation, violence, and abuse, which 

completely delay their physical, mental, and emotional 

development. Girls are notably at risk of sexual abuse and 

stigmatization, in contrast all street children face 

hazardous operational conditions, poor health, 

malnutrition, and mistreatment by authorities. Focusing 

these issues needs complete policies and protective 

programs that target the root social and economic reasons 

of street life. Special protection actions should be applied 

to improve the development prospects for street children 

and confirm their incorporation into society. Helpful 

relationship between service givers, policymakers, and 

stakeholders is needed to create child-friendly urban 

environments that secure the well-being of coming 

generations. With no timely and committed attempts from 

all segments, the rights and futures of these vulnerable 

children will remain to be negotiated. 

Recommendations  

Combine street children’s programs into CRC 

(convention on the rights of the child) ideas to confirm 

significant developments in their lives. Increase poverty 

alleviation programs in rural areas through collaborative 

efforts between the government and NGOs to decrease 

rural-to-urban migration. Focus on street children in 

government policies and programs, line up with the 

sustainable development goals (SDGs). Offer mandatory, 

free vocational training and non-formal education for 

dropouts and children not registered in schools. Impose 

current laws to safeguard street children from exploitation 

and abuse. Assistance NGOs in creating shelters, training 

centers, and healthcare facilities for street children in 

urban and suburban areas. 
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